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Synopsis

This is the first fully illustrated guide to all 336 dragonfly and damselfly species of eastern North
America--from the rivers of Manitoba to the Florida cypress swamps--and the companion volume to
Dennis Paulson’s acclaimed field guide to the dragonflies and damselflies of the West. Dragonflies
and Damselflies of the East features hundreds of color photos that depict all the species found in
the region, detailed line drawings to aid in-hand identification, and a color distribution map for every
species--and the book’s compact size and user-friendly design make it the only guide you need in
the field. Species accounts describe key identification features, distribution, flight season, similar
species, habitat, and natural history. Paulson’s authoritative introduction offers a primer on dragonfly
biology and identification, and also includes tips on how to study and photograph these stunningly
beautiful insects. lllustrates all 336 eastern species Features hundreds of full-color photos Includes
detailed species accounts, line drawings to aid identification, and a color distribution map for every

species Offers helpful tips for the dragonfly enthusiast
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Customer Reviews

Claimers and Dis-claimers: I've only spent a couple hours with this book and they were at my desk.
Though | had specimens available they were not fresh specimens and | haven’t taken this into the
field yet (this is January after all). Though I've worked as a lackey on a couple of odonate projects,
I'm an insect generalist not an odonate specialist.This is definitely the best available comprehensive

odonate guide for eastern North America. Advantages over Dunkle’s Dragonflies Through Binocs



include: the damselflies (for a start), plus MUCH better photos, detail photos and line drawings
where helpful to illustrate key features, more species-to-species comparisons in both photos, text,
and line art to help with difficult IDs, and more accessible and useful natural historical information on
each species, often very helpful in determining species.l can’t make up my mind about the page
layout. On the one hand, the species are consistently laid out, each with the same sections:
Description, Identification, Natural History, Habitat, Flight Season, and Distribution. Each species
account starts with a bar color-coded to the genus to draw your eye to the name (common name
first, then scientific name in italics followed by measurements in mm). Also a range map and most
have both male and female illustrated with large, bright, sharp, well oriented photos. The repetitive
structure makes it relatively easy to jump around comparing the same information on each of two or
more species that you’re contemplating for an ID.
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